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feeling for the subtle influences that permeated the age, that extended 
by invisible signs and accents from the old to the new. Our author is 
not one of those writers who, on the ground of weightiness of matter, 
or other supposed excellence, has taken out a license to be dull. It is 
not to the scratching of a pen that we listen, but to a human voice ; for 
there are frequent illuminating reflections, and often we come upon 
something of the classical qualities of the literature of which he writes — 
neatness, precision, ease, moderation, lightness of touch, lucidity. It 
is a task, on the whole, well done. It is a book we shall find exceedingly 
helpful. 

Edward Maslin Hulme. 

Die Ursachen der Reformation. Von Georg von Below. [His- 
torische Bibliothek herausgeben von der Redaktion der His- 
torischen Zeitschrift, Band 38.] (Munich and Berlin : R. Olden- 
bourg. 1 91 7. Pp. xvi, 187.) 

Even a learned and interesting philosophical study like the present 
one might have been considerably more valuable had the author pre- 
cisely defined the problem which he set out to solve. The first uncer- 
tainty in the mind of this author seems to concern the exact content of 
the word Reformation. Primarily it stands in his mind for exactly 
what it originally meant — a reform of ecclesiastical dogma and disci- 
pline. But he is vaguely aware, or, perhaps, unwillingly concedes, that 
the word as sometimes used includes in the Reformation, or confounds 
with it, the political revolt and the social revolution of the sixteenth 
century. An inconsistency thus arises by his use of the word in several 
senses, usually in the narrower, but occasionally in the broader. Inevi- 
tably, with the unexpressed premise that dominates his thinking, that 
the Reformation was essentially a religious movement, he considers 
other than purely religious causes merely to reject them, or at least to 
give them a very subordinate place. For him, as for so many of the 
older writers, mainsprings of the whole vast movement are found in a 
reaction against the abuses of the Church, the rise of the assertion of 
national churches to autonomy, and the work of such forerunners as 
Wycliffe and the mystics. 

But, as with painful diffidence the reviewer is bound to think, there 
is a second and even greater confusion in the author's mind as to exactly 
what is meant by the words " causes of the Reformation ". The phrase 
might mean one of two very different things, either the cause of the 
success of the movement once launched, or the causes of (i. e., events 
antecedent to) the origination of these ideas in the minds of the leaders. 
How enormously different are the two things is evident from a biological 
analogy. The cause of the survival of some particular appendage, such 
as the wing of a bird, is very different from the cause of its origination 
in the " accidental variation " of the first individual or " sport " having 
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something resembling a wing. In the present case the author sometimes 
means one thing and sometimes the other. The chief cause of the sur- 
vival of the Lutheran ideas — i. e., the chief difference in conditions 
which allowed Luther to succeed where Hus had failed — was the inven- 
tion of printing, of which the author speaks only to warn against over- 
estimating the power of a machine to call forth thought. Usually he is 
concerned with the origination of the ideas which to him are the kernel 
of the Reformation, in the mind of Luther. For to him " Luther's crea- 
tive personality " is the primary cause of the phenomena he is discussing. 

The second essay in the book, the Reformation and the Beginning 
of Modern Times, is a contribution to the problem of the division of 
history into periods. These periods are really far less conventional than 
is sometimes thought. Man's life upon the earth, like other forms of 
life, is a story of adaptation to environment, its peculiarity being that 
man changes his own environment by new discoveries and inventions. 
Each of these necessitates some modification in previous habits, and 
hence the justification for seeing in the various periods into which his- 
tory is divided something more than an arbitrary nomenclature. Pro- 
fessor von Below is very insistent that modern times began about the 
year 1500, and the large number of important changes in man's life, 
which came about then and which he rehearses in masterly fashion, 
give much weight to his argument. 

In closing, may the reviewer be allowed to express his pleasure at 
seeing the first German publication that has broken through the British 
censorship-blockade to his eyes since 1915? May German thought, 
purged but not crushed out by the war, again take its due place in the 
light of cosmopolitan culture that we must all hope is once more begin- 
ning to shine through the clouds. 

Preserved Smith. 

A Study of Calvin and Other Papers. By Allan Menzies, late 

Professor of Biblical Criticism in the University of St. Andrews. 

(London and New York: Macmillan Company. 1918. Pp. x, 

419. $4.50.) 

Luther's shaking sides and hearty laugh often gave his personality 
and his words a carrying power they would otherwise not have had. 
This gift was not in the possession of his contemporary of Geneva. 
But it is spreading among the modern ministry; and occasionally it has 
been found among college professors. Nowadays Calvinists venture to 
smile even in the pulpit, and, more rarely perhaps, in the lecture-room. 
It is a thing not to be deplored, for a smile shows the sunlight of the 
mind, and often the real dicere verum, even in theology, has come from 
one quamquam ridentem. 

Something of a smile must sometimes have played about the lips of 
the writer of these essays. He was a Calvinist minister who, for 



